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A Green Future

End of Term 31st March
Beginning of Summer Term 19th
April
Monday 3rd May 2021 (Bank
Holiday)
Finish for Half term – Friday 28th
May

GUESS WHO?
Scattered through this
newsletter, you will find a
selection of statements.
Your job is to decide which
statement applies to
which member of staff.
All staff would like to give
the pupils who have
been in school over the
past few months a shout
out for their wicked
sense of humour, their
attitude to their learning
and their sensible behaviours. It was a real
pleasure to work with
them.

Guess Who?
Which member of staff won the
singing category in their school
Eisteddfod?

Last year, Mrs Pritchard applied to the Tree Council for their Orchards
for Schools project. As a school we were required to give a ten year
plan on where and how the orchard would be maintained. We were
successful with this and had
10 fruit trees and 60
hedgerow plants given to us.
At the start of this year Mr
Morgan applied to Hereford
council for some fruit trees
and we were given 4 plum
trees.
So on the 13th March, many
school staff and their families
gave up some of their
Saturday afternoon to plant the trees/hedgerow organised by Mrs
Pritchard and Mr Morgan.
A small group of year 10 students have been shown the orchard and
we shared our hopes for the future.
The aim of the project is to allow pupils to see and learn about the
natural world around them and how food is grown (along with the
school allotment) and how this food can be prepared into healthy
meals to sustain their growing bodies. Also the hope is to show the
ease of being able to grow food ourselves and the fulfilment this can
give.
The management of the trees will fall under the school’s Eco group
(which comes under School Council now) during term time, with the
schools’s site team overseeing the trees all year round.
We hope to include professionals and other charitable organisations
to help grow our knowledge of looking after an orchard.

Aylestone Form Time Quiz
Mrs Barnicoat came up with idea of the form quiz as something to
keep form time interactive and entertaining, whilst we were distance
learning. Initially she only did it with her form but asked around and
other staff wanted to get involved too. It’s open to all forms and is only 10 general knowledge questions, so isn’t too taxing! It’s also multiple choice which means that everyone can take an educated guess
and Mrs Barnicoat deliberately chooses very varied topics which can
pull on different strengths of the form group. She says, “I’m hoping we
can pick up the momentum after Easter and continue to make great
quizzes for all to take part in. The winning form groups get 5 house
points each and pupils who contribute more to discussing answers can
get themselves extra house points too! A huge well done, not only to
those who won any of the the form time quizzes but also to everyone
who has taken part. You’ve all crushed it!”

Have a think abut this: Before Mount. Everest was discovered, which mountain was the tallest in the world?

Guess who?
Which member of staff was interviewed and appeared in a BBC TV documentary?

Which member of staff has been the Ladies’ National
Karate and Kickboxing Champion—twice?

Inspired by Michael Rosen’s use of questions in poetry,
this was written by Lewis Gittens in remembrance of a
family member.

Inspired by Michael Rosen’s use of questions in his
poetry, Isla Crispin has written a poem exploring
some of her ideas about Covid.

Edgar Gittens – 1894-1916. Missing in Action in Arras,
France, 1916, aged 22.

What did you think,
when you had to isolate yourself from others?

What did you think as you stormed the place?

Did you feel like they

What did you feel when you entered Arras?

were a world away?

How did you feel as you fought the Germans with your
friends, your second family?

Did you think of your memories

What did you feel, knowing this battle could be your last,
or your mates’ last?

Did your eyes fill with tears

Did your heart beat quickly? Did you want to go home?

as you remembered those wonderful times in the
past?

Did you want to say one last goodbye to your mother or
give her one last kiss?

How did you cope

Did you know that what you did made people keep their
freedom?

that were Covid-free?

covering your face day to day?
Did it affect your breathing?

Why did you go to France so young?

Did it feel like a new identity?

Which of your buddies were in the Herefordshire
Regiment?

Did you ever think about your family far away?

How many lived?

happened if Covid never existed?

How many perished?

How did you do your lessons

How many died next to you?

sat at the same desk day to day?

How many didn’t?

Did you prefer online school or

How many families did you know who lost a son?

normal school?

What was the last thing you saw?

What did you think

Last thing you smelt?

as you tested for Covid?

Last thing you felt?

Did it feel strange?

So young, you were.

Or did you like it?

Did you know you fought brave and gallantly?
Did you know that you’d only get to the age of 22?
And for your mother, your wife and your brothers never
to see you ever again?

Did you wonder what would’ve

Guess Who?
Which member of staff has carried an ironing board
to the top of the Old Man of Coniston?

Where did you go?
Which member of staff has ridden an elephant?

Chloe Craige has been inspired to write this poem by Michel Rosen’s use of questions in his poetry.

What did you think, when you had to stay two metres from your friends?
Did you think of your memories that were Covid free?
Did you think of your family far away?
Did your eyes overflow with tears as you remembered all the times with your far away family?
Did you smile with sadness when you saw the picture of you and your family hanging on the wall?
How did you cope with wearing a mask on your face day to day?
Did you feel like you were choking on memories?
Did you recognise your friends and family as they walked past you with their masks on?
Were you annoyed when you had to do online school?
Was it weird when you had to do Covid testing?
Were you scared that you were going to be positive?
Were you sad when all your favourite shops closed?
Were you sad when your after school clubs were cancelled?
Throughout lockdown KS3 completed a range of PE
challenges, competing against other schools in the county.
We managed to get a large number of entries across KS3
and successfully won the 'Stride Active Challenge' within
the county. We even got a few prizes sent to school!
The girls have been practicing rounders at club and in
lesson time in preparation for fixtures hopefully to return
in the summer term.
The boys have been doing a range of different clubs,
although when the summer term returns, they will be
straight into cricket fixtures! (Fingers crossed).

It’s back to work on drawing practice
for year 9 and the focus is shoes. You
can tell a lot from a person’s shoes.
Students were timed to 40 minutes
and the focus was shade, tone and
shape. These works were particularly
well formed and will form a basis for
their up and coming project.

Guess Who?
Which member of staff has danced in
a ballet on a London stage?
Which member of staff has been rescued by
the Royal Navy?
Which member of staff currently has a
number 2 album in the Classics album
chart?
Which member of staff has appeared on
the main stage at the Reading Festival?

Year 11 Leavers’ Hoodies:

DofE update

Our senior prefects have taken on the responsibility
of sourcing and organising leavers’ hoodies. It is
great to see them taking the reins of something that
is important to them. We look forward to seeing
their colour choices and hope that their hoodies will
long be a reminder of their time at Aylestone.

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award (commonly
abbreviated DofE) is a youth awards programme
founded in the United Kingdom in 1956 by Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh that has since expanded
to 144 nations.

Meet the team working from the ER
and BSC:
Hi, my name is Mrs Harris. I have a background in
mental health and worked at Herefordshire Mind
for ten years supporting adults with their Mental
Health and Wellbeing. I moved to Aylestone School
six years ago as part of the Student Services Team as
I felt the importance to look after and promote the
physical and mental wellbeing of young people.
I am a qualified Youth Mental Health First Aider and
have the skills and confidence to spot the signs of
mental health issues in a young person, (aged 8-18)
by offering first aid whilst guiding them towards the
support they need. In doing so, I can speed up their
recovery and stop mental health issues from getting
worse.
I am an ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant)
trained staff member whose role is to first and
foremost build a relationship with pupils that I am
supporting. I am available to act as a trusted, key
attachment figure in school, with whom they can
discuss their feelings and experiences with. I can
also respond flexibly, follow the pupil’s lead, and
make the sessions enjoyable and a welcome
addition to their calendar day. I encourage a
relationship that facilitates discussion, openness,
and honesty, without judgement because the
wellbeing of our pupils remains at the heart of my
work.
Within in the Student Services team, we are here to
support pupils in this current crisis and throughout
their everchanging lives at Aylestone school.

As you are aware all current Year 9 pupils are well
on their way to starting their amazing opportunity to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Bronze Award this year. All year 9 pupil’s places
have been supported and fully funded by the
DofE Charity and Aylestone School. During these
challenging times this is great chance for pupils to
engage, evidence and record some of the
creative, physical and community activities that
some pupils are already participating in. Pupils
have to complete 3 sections of activities which
include Volunteering, Physical and Skills. Pupils
are able to freely choose which activity and then
evidence their progress.
Their weekly participation and completion by July
2021 means they will receive The Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze – Certificate of achievement, in
recognition for all their hard work and effort.

Goodbye and a huge thank you to…

Mrs Lee. Described by Mrs Alderton as
“committed, caring and competent”, Mrs
Lee has been a mainstay of the TEAM faculty for 18 years and she will be acutely
missed by staff and students alike. It is a
testament to Mrs Lee’s warmth that she
will leave behind so many dear friends—
who are so sad to see her go.

Meet the team working from the ER and the BSC:
Hello! My name is Mrs Davies, I am new to the Aylestone SSTW team, having started in October of 2020.
My role is shared between the Enrichment Room, Behaviour Support Centre and covering lessons during
teachers absence/ training.
I am a Duke of Edinburgh Leader at Aylestone, and I also carry out Social, Emotional and Mental Health
interventions with year 9 students.
I love working with children and young people, my particular interest being supporting and promoting
wellbeing and mental health. I have a BSc (Hons) in Child and Adolescent Mental Health and am currently
studying a Masters Degree in Psychology – I have a long history working with Children and Young People
from 6 months, to 18 years within Children’s Social Care, primary school support and as a SEMH (Social,
Emotional and Mental Health) facilitator in secondary school.

I have also recently started volunteering with NYAS (National Youth Advocacy Service), supporting and
mentoring children and young people in care.
I feel privileged to work with young people, I have found our students to be amazing, resilient and hilarious and am grateful to be part of their journey through education at Aylestone.

Guess who?

Which member of staff put in an
appearance in “Die Hard With A Vengeance”?

Meet the team working from the ER and the BSC:
Mrs Cardey is a member of the Student Services team that supports pupils outside of the classroom,
mainly in our Enrichment Room, ER, and our Behaviour Support Centre, BSC.
These spaces offer support, interventions and a listening ear to students who for a variety of reasons
ranging from anxiety, bereavement, illness or injury are finding it difficult to engage in the classroom.
The team offer support through timetabled, short term interventions that help students to develop their
resilience when faced with such difficulties
I have been fortunate to have worked in Herefordshire education for twenty eight years. In that time I
have worked in a huge variety of different settings including Primary, Secondary and Special schools, Pupil Referral Units and now at Aylestone School, where all of my experience is put to good use each and
every day. I have been very fortunate to have worked and to continue to work with some of the most
forward thinkers in the area of student support . They have all shared best practice with me and this
benefits everyone I work with.
At Aylestone I work particularly with ‘Looked After Children and Young People’, ‘Pupil Premium Children’, ‘ Pupils who live with behaviour that challenges’, ‘Young people who suffer with Mental Health
conditions’, with a focus on those in y7 and 10. I also help to work with new pupils that join the school
during the school year to make sure that hey know where to go for help from their very first day at
Aylestone

Year 11 - Our future is in our hands
We are genuinely impressed with the resilience our Year 11s have shown over this difficult and uncertain time. Throughout their GCSE and BTEC courses they have had to endure 2 lockdowns, something no-one could have foreseen in September 2019. Their work ethic during this latest (and we hope
last ever!) lockdown was commendable. Now back in school, they continue to heed our message of
‘keep working till the last minute’. The students know the work they are doing in class, any assessments they may have done, and any assessments they complete in the near future, will all go towards
the decision making process of the Centre Assessed Grades that they will receive for their courses this
year.
At the time of writing, we do not know the exact date of when the Year 11s will leave. But, we are waiting (very impatiently!), for that guidance to be released to us. As soon as that happens, we can then
set out what the final few months will look like for the Year 11s in school.
We are pleased to announce that students and families will soon be able to order their leavers’ hoodies. The students will be making decisions on the design very soon, and as soon as that process has
happened, orders can go in.
We would also like to confirm that, so long as COVID restrictions allow, we intend to hold some form of
leavers’ event for the Year 11s. But, again, I must stress that this can only go ahead if restrictions allow.
Good luck Year 11 for the remainder of your time at Aylestone, and for your future beyond!
Mr Moores

A huge thank you
to our ed!
Thank you to Katie
Devey in year 10
who spends hours
seeking submissions and editing
our newsletter.

Katie doesn’t
know how much
she is appreciated.

Year 7 have been busy producing creative outcomes linked to formations of the colour wheel and their
own hobbies and interests. In one recent example a student has produced this digital piece of art using her own photograph and placing the formation of the colour wheel inside a yoyo. This particular
piece was made using Ibis Paint which works in a similar way to photoshop.

Meet the team working from the ER and BSC:
Hi! I’m fairly new to Aylestone and the team, I started working here in September 2020. I am part of the
Student Service Team working in the Enrichment Room (ER) and the Behaviour Support Centre (BSc). I
also do a Cover Supervisory role when teaching staff are away from classes. In addition to these roles I
also carry out 1-1 Interventions with the current year 8 students, providing support with Social and Emotional Skills. I also share the year 10 group with a fellow member of the Student Services Team.
Although new to working in a high school environment I have worked with vulnerable young people and
Looked After Children (LAC) for approx. 10 years. Often in a mentoring capacity with the likes of Barnardos, Onside Independent Advocacy and N.Y.A.S. Having completed my BSc (Hons) Psychology degree, I
am currently studying for my MSc Psychology qualification alongside my role in school.
What I enjoy most about my role is providing a safe space for students to feel they can communicate any
worries or concerns they might have. To let them feel listened to and valued not just on good days but
also the ones that are less so.
Mrs Banes.

Goodbye and a huge thank you to…
Miss John - who has made a big impact during her time here. Mr Moores
writes, “We are very sorry to see Miss John leave Aylestone at the end of
this term. Beth joined the Aylestone team whilst Miss Collier has been
on maternity leave. It has been a whirlwind for her, starting her role
here at the start of the first lockdown back in March last year, and finishing 12 months later. What a year it has been.
The number of students and staff who have given gifts and messages to
her these past few days, is a testament to what we all think of Beth. She
has been a fantastic form tutor to her Year 7 form, and done an amazing
job with the students in PE, in particular the BTEC students in Years 10
and 11.
Beth will be missed, and we wish her every success in her future roles.”

As part of their study of Sharon Creech’s wonderful
novel in verse, year 7 pupils have written to people
of their choice, inviting them to visit our school. We
were all very excited when Corey Corlett received a
reply from David Attenborough, Father Nature himself, written on posh paper with a proper pen! You
can see it on the next page...

It was with immense sadness that we learned of the death of Alan
Yates. Mr Yates joined Aylestone School in October 1978 as deputy
headteacher with the responsibility of pastoral care, and over a 27 year
period counselled and guided several hundred pupils as well as looking
after Flash the tortoise, the school’s mascot. He is remembered with
such respect and fondness by former students and staff alike.

One wonderful thing about
working at Aylestone is our
beautiful site. The magnolia
tree outside the English block
is in full bloom and smells so
beautiful that it lifts our spirits every time we scuttle past
it to Broadlands House.

This poem was inspired by our class’s work on using rhetorical questions. This powerful poem, beautifully written by Saleeya Cisse-Ourmarou (7L), about the racism that exists in our
world today.

What happened?
What happened to dreams of equal lives?
A world of love and peace and no knives,
You hop-scotched till you dropped and
looked to the skies,
And got helped up by a friend, black or
white.

What happened to being shot with water
guns?
Where no-one was left behind and you
played with everyone,
Played hide and seek like it was the only
The black one becomes the one living like
thing under the sun,
royalty,
Chug a drink and be the first one to be done. Becomes the doctor helping somebody’s
mother to see,
What happened to racing with ants to get the Becomes the doctor helping that bully’s
last sip of pop?
mother to see,
Instead of racing away from the racist bully
The bully who judged only by what he could
like they were a cop,
see.
Instead of being hurt whether you did something or not,
What’ll happen when the police stations full
Instead of one being at the bottom and 30 at of racist complaints,
the top.
But the police stations full of racist ‘saints’,
Overlooking ugly comments of their own maWhat happened to walking home, messing
tes,
with all of your friends?
Cause privileges allow ‘racist’ to pass as
Instead of walking home wanting the day to ‘mistakes’.
end,
Instead of walking home wanting the world No wonder I scream ‘Black Lives Matter’ and
to end,
people disagree,
Instead of wondering bout the future, the fu- Just because even if they lived 1 day like me,
ture
when…
They’d be traumatized and, likewise, finally,
They’d stop and wonder and say, ‘What happened?’.

